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1.

Agriculturel Cooperatives

The Bulgarisn TKZS (Trudovoe Kooperativno Zemedelsko Stopanstvo; Labor Cooperative
Agrarian Farm) 1s eguivalent to the Soviet "kolkhoz." Following the advent of the
Communist 1‘8%\;‘1& farm oooperatives were instituted in sll agrarian centers in
Bulgaris. ‘biu,ly, these cooperatives were made up of land confiscated from
the large land-holders end from those who had collshorated with the Germens or
actively supporhed the formsr government, . Mihy:ferfors. woluntérily déubributed
their land in order to avold retaliationglatier a progrem was sbtarted for acopera«
tive development in which the small land-owners and rilvete fermers were allowed to
participates At firat pressures of various kinds, sush ay threats and ocajoling, was
exerted on the pessants, bub st present no affor% is mads to psrsuade the peasants
who ere ptill independent 4o join the vooperatives. The reason for this is that
cooperatives are stlll in an organlsationsl stage and en increase in membershlp

 wWould require better organization end equipment than at present, Taxes lbvied on
the independent pessanty are very heavy, however, and mekes independerce ver
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diffieult; at presemt, 80 percent of the farmland of Bulgsria 1s oultivated by the
aooperatives. '

Peasents and mmell independent landwowners who wish to beoome members of & ooop=
orative are requirved to submit written applications to the president of the coop=
erative, Afbter beooming members, they must submit a payment of 5,000 levik (old
ourrencgy) for each perch of leénd which they are oontribubing; this amount mey he
E&:Ld in stook, agricultursl equipment, eto, rether than cash « In oase a peasant
rings animals into the cooperative, he must furnish enough forage to lest until
the nexb harvesb. If & pessant is unable to furnish the money or the forage, the
equivalent value 1s csrried over s & dsbit to be subtrasted from his share of the
future proflte of the cooperative as divided smong the cooperative members., From
this momentb, the peasant is simply an agrieul’aura% hand and works directly under
the control of the sooperative,. |
The cooperative members ere divided into squads of 10 persons each and brigades of
60 persons esoh. Each'squad 15 assigned a definite sectlon to cultivate and is
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given proportional amounts of animals and agricultural equipment. In each area, the
squads are required t6 cultivate the saction prescribed by the president of the
cooperativeg it follows, therefore; that the major pard of ‘the peasant members of
the cooperative do not farm the land which they formerly ownade

The work of each individual or each squad is calculated by the pregsident of the
coonerative by the Mwork-day® rather than by the hourg awork-day® consists of a
definite amount of work which 38 fixed according to a special schedule. This
schedule requires an ewcessive work norm. Informant states, for example; that each
type of work carries its cwn "work-dsy® requirements, such ass

8. Weeding two perches of lghd pl,s,n'bea to corng or 51
b. Gathering 60 kilograms of cobior.

The pay for om-'mwork-day“‘ was 270 leva, which is actually |
only a nominal sum, because this smount was redussed to only 150-200 leva after varlous
deductions were taken out. All cooperativesy moreover, do nol psy the sems. The
minimm payment is 100 leva in less fertils areas and the maximum is 500 lsva in the
vineyard areas, but no reasons sre given the peasants for this difference in the wage
soales

The following are established as minimum requirements for a year's works 180 "work-
days® for women and 220 "work-deys" for men. These minimums, however, requlrs very
long.working pericds; during the summer monbha, work is carried on from dewn to
sunset. Work is hard and long and the peasants who sre not physically strong feel
the strain the first year. Members who do not complets thelr mindmum preacribed
work receive fines and & proportlonal reduotion in thelr share of the annual profite
of the coopsrative. Pesganta 15 years of age and older are eliglbls to join the
orgen lzetion,

Before the cocoperative can divide ths harwest and profits, the follewing shares must
be deducted for the State and for the genervl expenses of the couperatives

!
a. A portivm of the harvest for the stodkpile, valued not upon the amount of the
harvest, bub in proportion to the ares of imd oultivated; this measure is
fixed during the sezmcn and is not lowered sven bthough o harvest may be badj

"~ b P:zmen'b in goeds to other units or individuals who have sssisted the goopera‘h&ve;
[

osuleted in sccordance with the established prive of agricultural products.
a8 fixed by the Statej for exsmple, payment to agrioultursl mechinery repalr
shops or payment to the Puilding sooperative for repalring sonstructing
houses or Zarm bulldingss

Ge P#mén‘b of gemorsl haxes required by the State from all members, deducted from
the profits or property of ths membersg

d, Providing sesds for the coming seasong and

e» Withholding 10 peroent of the enbire harvest for the work of improving the land
and repairing and construeting iving quarters end farm buildings.

Eech member regsived the following for sash "work-day™s

2. Two hundred and seventy leva in eashy however, after varicus deduotions, thia
amounted to emly 150=200 lsvay and

Be A shere of the harvest, afber ths oooperatdve had satlafied 1ts obligations,
divided proportienally ameng the members indspendently of the amount of land
contributed by esch of the memberde
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9. Extra compensations wers as followss

8. Three "work=-dsys® for each perch of land contributed to the cooperatives

be For’by @eunﬁ of bﬁt‘ber for each “worl-dayny ,
¢e Unknown quantities of agricultural products; such as cheese, salami, etc.; and
d. Five grams o.f wool for each “work-day."

Members who did not Fulfill ths minimum number of "work-days" prescribed for the
Jear were fined and recsived reductions of 10 to 15 percent im their shares.

10. The accounting of the coopsrative is so complicated and complex that it is Giffi-
cult to determine the true situstion of the income and expensess A member who
wants an advanse of 2,000 on his annuel inceme must lese ab leash two days of ,
work in making arrangemsnts. Befors paying out this sum, the accountants must make
innumerable caloulations on the prescribed work, matured oredit, debtajand withhdlding
requirements, and only then will the president authords: & nAvanna nasmand . 25X1
salary.

11, Eech member is allewsd to own a oow, & shesp, and an uwnlimited mumber of ohlckens,
for which he hss ne obligations to the Stato or the cooperative., The sost of
maintaining these animals is sovered by hia anmnual shere of the agrioultural Pro=
duots,

12, The directors and administrative poxsonnal of the sooperative are psid on the basis
of an ambal Mwork- dayt achedils provided for in the cooperative mtatutes as foller 81

& President, 800 Myrorle=d ayrat 3
b, Treasurer, 500 Mwork-dayshs
e Aoocountanta, LOO “work-dsys"; snd
d, Brigade leaders, 2100 Wwwk-a:lsyg.w

13 geﬁtg:ions for buxss ad cbher purposes sre exoessive end are approximetely as
-Lollowss

& Ten percent of the gross income Por texes

be Between 60 and 300 leva per month for Party sontributionsg
0 Bixty lsva per yesr for the Red Cyosng

do  Twenty leva per month for the "Peoplats Frontip

8 . Tw@my leva par month for the éu;l,gaﬂ;nmmmﬁ Assoolationg

2. é‘bligabery subsoriptions, te &b leash ons hewspaper, which amount to spproxie
mately 2,000 leva per yagmz and ' '

8« Irregular, bub frequent, dedusidons for the setional loan,
s The Btats gusrentoss esoh menmber & Living wage; however, it oarries oub an exoossive
and inhumane epsoulation on the priven of sgriculturel products. The oocperative

submits produsts o the Stete ab very low prices snd the State then resells them
in the ghops and o the pessante at prices 10 4o 12 Ydmes highers Tor examples
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ae Rice ig sold Yo the Stqta ab 50 lova per kilogran and resold st 500 levaj and.

'b. Cotton is scld at 40 leva per kilograms while 2 paii;"of men's cotton shorts
costs 500 lavae : :

15. After the first pericd in which the propaganda depicted apriculbural cooperatives as
the answer to all the problams of the peasanbs, many peasants joined the coopers~
tives embhusuagtizslly, b the majordhy of the members now see bhe falseness of
the propaganda and ave hopelessly trying to get oub, Leaving & TKZS iz nobl s ime -
possibls, bub is very 3121 culh since those who wish to wlthdraw fage infinite
sacritices in regaining bthelr independence and are required o leave the major parb
of their lendy livestock, end equipment wilth the sooperative.

16, This slavery sid small remmerdtion embitbers the peapautse In 1951, the maubers.of
the agriculturel cocperative of Razevo-Konare: revoltsd against thelr leaders, who
had, among other things, smberzled produce & d money. Approximately 50 of the
leaders were killad, and the members later divided the landy enimals, and aquip=
mentt which they had formerly contribubed 0 the cooperative. The police later .
Intervensd, tut informaut 44 not Imow. the conséquences -of thia action wpon the, =
pesgsants. This ewample is not an Jaclated eage; in various cocperatives, the dis=
contented members sra vecovering thelr own andmels and equinment in ordsr to work
for themselves. /

1 25X1

17. Pessants who awe hsld W he roactionarles ave expelled from bhe sooperative. The
expulsion is deoresd by the raglonal divectorate of the cooperative upon the pro=-
posal of the prapident of the cooperative of which tha typgantionary® is a member,
Thoss who are expelled do not receiva thedr former proparby, bub instead sre glven

. other lend whish ig of a mosth inferior quality and poordy keph, whioh causes them
%o live in squslid missry. For exanple, Geogl Apoetolov Slavkov, formarly the
richest peasent of Gradina (N L2-09, B P8m14, tormarly Zarsko Selo), Borisovgrad
districh, a Sonlaliab, contriluted éﬁ@ perolss bo the vooperstive when 1% wazs forming
Wt the hopes that by this means he could bacome & member in good standing of the
newly=oreated Cummnist soolely. oo montha later, he wap expelled baosuse of belng
a former lendmcwnor and was consequently held $o be a resotlonary. Only two ouws
and 10 perches of very poor land ware vaturnad bo him, so that he ls pow almost
dagtitube, By suoh meaus, the land-owmars who volunbardly Joinsd the ncoperabives:
for the sola purpiss of mafapuarding thelr interasts during the Comaunist regime
are being strippad of Lhedr powells

28, In 1951, the various agrdouliurel olsasea whioh wera held en ococperative faime
ware abolished, Ab present, thers are courses only for traoter operators and
brigads chisfs which sra given In spanisl ageiouliural achoolds

Ind@andem Parmy

19, Thers are nooperailve farma in ell the agrarlan panbers, even the small ones,
throughout Bulgaris, bl spproximetely D persent of the peassnts ave atdll ine
dependent, In the vwillsge of Grading whioh bas a populatien of 5,000, approxde
mebely 50 familiss have retained thelr independendss

20. The Bbate does uoh make acoperabive membership obligatory. The pressure which
wes dirested againsb the indspendent faxmera wuntll 1951 was relenbless bub has
been eassd in crdsr to permlb the coopsratives to madnbein a stvonger, bebter
organization, sinae they are still dn the proosss of organising. The State, however,
doss plane exaessive hLexes end lavies upon the private pessants and requives them
to pay in heavier porblons of bheiw hervasts to the stookpiles. The quobas re-
quirsd by the Btats camnot always be fulfilled. For ewample, the following are
pequiremants for private farmerss
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a. For each perch of land, 110 kilograms of cotion;
be. For each perch of land, 900 kilograms of tematoes; and
co For each cow, L50 kilograms of milk per years

Since these requirements cannot always be met from the harvest, the peasants some—
times resort to purchssing the balance in a clandestine mammer to £ill their
quotas. For example, to £ill the cotton quota, a peasant may Furnish pillows and
mattresses as substitubes. Irdemnities for non-fulfilIment amount to three or four
times the value of the missing products when obitained on the free market, or punish-
ment consists of confiscation of land egual in value to the fine to be paid.

The land~holders who still ocwn fairly good amounts of land are given orders as to
what they shall grown on their land, as well as their stockpile quotas. In order
to save themselves, these farmers request admission to the cooperatives, but they
are refused. Labter they are forced to give most of their land to the cooperative
or have it confismcated and suffer more retaliation. This heppered to informant!
brotherts father-in-law who formerly owmed 80 perches of land. .

Machine Tragtor Stations

Cooperatives do noh own agrioultural equipment, except for farm tools, and borrow
the necessary tractors and hesvy equipment from the MPS (Mashino Traktorna Stantsiya;
Machine Tractor Station) in their district. This machinery is available to both
cooperatives and independent peasents. Insgtead of paying creh for thesd :services,
agrioultural. cooperatives paf ih produne ab & rate based on government prives.

L.

Comments | 25X1

|
Since this villags could not be located on the Deutsche Heersskarte 1:100,000
asries, 1t is 8 sted that this losatlon mey be in error, since Mald Konace
is located at N“fgzu. B 2)-26, & Konare is located ab N L2-16, B 2L=32,
end Kirtovo Konars is located at N L2-05, E 2430, and Konare probably refers
to one of these three clties.
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